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With two weeks to go before the Nov. 28 general elections, the political campaigns of the country's
two main political parties are heating up. Public opinion polls continue to project a close race
between the presidential candidates of the governing National Party, Oswaldo Ramos Soto, and the
opposition Liberal Party, Carlos Roberto Reina. To the dismay of much of the Honduran electorate,
however, the struggle between Ramos Soto and Reina has for the most part degenerated into a
mud-slinging tirade of mutual insults. The National Party, borrowing from its colleagues in the
Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) in El Salvador, has woven most of its campaign publicity
around the anti-communist slogan, "Homeland yes, Communism no!" National Party publicity
spots in the Honduran media hammer away at the theme that the Liberals a center-right bastion
in Honduran politics since the party's formation last century will, if elected, turn the country
over to "communists." According to Ramos Soto, Liberal Party candidate Reina together with his
brother and campaign chief Jorge Arturo will "set off bombs, take our children away, and institute
food rationing." In fact, the National Party has concentrated much of its heavy fire against Jorge
Arturo, arguing that he would be the "power behind the throne" if Carlos Roberto Reina wins
the election. Televised ads for the National Party campaign include photographs from 1960 in
which Jorge Arturo appears, along with a group of other Honduran officials, in Havana with Che
Guevarra. Jorge Arturo's contacts with the Nicaraguan government headed by former president
Daniel Ortega have also been played up. Thus, the National Party ads insist that the Reina brothers
would rule Honduras "in alliance with Cuba's Castro brothers [Fidel and Raul] and Nicaragua's
Ortega brothers [Daniel and Humberto]." In the words of Ramos Soto, "They are all atheists, the
kind of leftists against which I've been struggling all my life." The Liberals have responded to
the red baiting by characterizing Ramos Soto as a "fascist," giving ample play to charges that he
bears responsibility for the killing and disappearance of leftist students during his tenure as rector
of the National University in the 1980s. "The Nationals are engaged in a witch hunt," said Jorge
Arturo Reina. "In today's world, nobody is talking about communism." Until early November, the
concentration on negative campaign tactics by the two main parties had all but marginalized any
substantive discussion or debate in the campaign. However, on Nov. 8, candidate Reina released
his party's platform of government, which outlines a series of important measures. According to
Reina, when the current National Party government of President Rafael Callejas assumed office in
1990, seven out of every ten Hondurans lived below the poverty line, adding that during the past
four years, the average has risen to eight out of ten as a consequence of the government's neoliberal
economic program. Reina declared that, in order to arrest the dramatic increase in poverty, his
administration would attempt to boost production through such policies as the establishment of
support mechanisms for exporters and for small-scale enterprises. Reina also promised that, if
elected, he would conduct a thorough review of the Agricultural Modernization Law implemented
by President Callejas. Critics of the law, passed by the National Congress in March of 1992, say
that by reversing the domestic agrarian reform process begun in the early 1960s, the legislation
has resulted in a greater concentration of landholdings and a deterioration in living standards
among the campesino population. Meanwhile, both parties have toned down the intensity of
charges which had predominated earlier in the campaign regarding the potential for electoral fraud.
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Preparations are now finalized for the presence of about 200 foreign observers on election day,
including delegations from the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Atlanta-based Carter
Center. During October, members of the OAS observer mission conducted an extensive purge of the
voter registration lists to reduce the possibility for fraud. On Nov. 8, the OAS mission turned over
copies of the purged rosters to leaders of all political parties participating in the elections. According
to the OAS mission, the lists now contain the names of 2.591 million eligible voters, 400,000 more
voters than were on the rosters used in the elections four years ago. Meanwhile, on Nov. 16, the
most recent public opinion poll results on voter preferences were released by the local CID-Gallup
affiliate. According to the survey, 40.6% of the electorate supports Reina, compared to 38.8% for
Ramos Soto. The results, published in daily newspaper La Prensa, also indicated that 5.1% of voters
back Olban Valladares, presidential candidate of the social democratic Partido Innovacion y Unidad
Nacional (PINU-SD), while 1.8% support Christian Democrat (PDCH) candidate Orlando Iriarte.
About 5.2% of survey respondents said they don't plan on voting at all, while just 2.2% said they are
still undecided. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 10/23/93,
11/10/93, 11/14/93, 11/16/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/09/93, 11/15/93, 11/16/93, 11/18/93)
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